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1. Introduction

The International Humanist and Ethical Youth Organisation (IHEYO) serves as umbrella organisation for the various national humanist youth groups and humanist organisations (as far it concerns youth activities). IHEYO defines youth in the age range of teenager up to 35 years of age. IHEYO subscribes to the IHEU Amsterdam Declaration of 2002 as its definition of humanism. This means that sceptical, rationalistic, laique, freethinking groups, etc. are all considered to be humanist groups.


The By-Laws of IHEYO, article 2, section 2, state: 

IHEYO's aims are:
-To promote the development of cooperation among member organizations and humanist youth, especially on the international level;
-To promote circulation of information and expertise among member organizations and humanist youth;
-To carry out educational and cultural action in order to promote a Humanist vision of cultural, social and ethical values;
-To represent its members to any and all international governing institutions on all questions related to the organization's purpose;
-To contribute and give a voice to youth humanism on the international level.

IHEYO established itself as formal organisation, a process that was completed in 2005. This year marked the development of new plans, the start of a staffed office, joining IHEU and increasing our representation in international fora. Of major importance was the fourth annual international humanist youth conference that was held in Paris and was centred on interculturalism and active citizenship. These themes that will be part of IHEYO’s focus in the coming years. 



2. IHEYO as organisation 

In the early part of 2005, IHEYO received the final confirmation by the Belgian government that our organisation is formally recognized as an International Non-Governmental Organisation. This news was published in the official state paper as is the rule for formally accepted organisations. The Belgian law also required some technical changes to our By Laws which were discussed at our General Assembly. IHEYO has its first fairly major transition of members in the Executive Committee and for the first half of 2005, IHEYOs activities were greatly supported by a staff member. 


2.1 General Assembly 


Our third General Assembly was held in Paris, France, first session on the 8 of July and second and last session at the 15 of July. The General Assembly accepted the annual report, the action plan and the financial report that was checked on its accuracy by an auditing committee of representatives from member organisations. The General Assembly also voted on the elections to the Executive Committee (EC) and on new members. The General Assembly accepted IHEYO joining IHEU as full member organisation.


2.2 Members


At the General Assembly, 18 organisations were approved for membership which led to a doubling of the number of members from 18 to 36. IHEYO has now 18 consultative members (without voting rights) and 18 full members (who have voting rights). The member organisations work in diverse sectors - based on humanist principles. This varies from: raising AIDS-awareness, youth advocacy, non-formal education of the youth, humanist ceremonies, increasing critical thinking and free inquiry, representation towards the state, increasing respect for GLBT-rights (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender), environmental protection and furthering a peace culture.
 

The newly accepted member organisations come from mainly African, Indian and some European countries. We have now members from the following countries: India (4), Nepal (2), Uganda (5), Nigeria (3), Ghana, Tanzania, Benin, Guinea, Kenya (3), Cameroon, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Peru, Netherlands (2), Belgium (2), Norway, Germany (2), Austria, Finland, UK and Sweden.


2.3 Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee (EC) is the working heartbeat of IHEYO. This year the EC had two face-to-face meetings during the momentum of the IHEYO conference to prepare the General Assembly further. 


There is always an EC-meeting in between the conferences; the meetings before and after the 2005 conference took place end of 2004 and in the beginning of 2006. There was an extra online EC-meeting per chat in the summer of 2005 and a special meeting with some of the ec-members for the two new board members to introduce the workings of IHEYO. 

The EC-meetings are mainly used for discussing projects and the policy in the broad outline. This year, there was no additional policy formulation. The policy guidelines as formulated in the previous years was continued to be used for guiding. There was some further elaboration on the procedures of the organisation, especially on the procedures for joining as member organisation and the requirements for being an EC-member.

Of course not all, or better: just a little, can be discussed in the few meetings the EC has. EC-members communicate on an almost daily basis per e-mail. And EC-members meet up and talk by phone for coordination and doing the work. Decisions can be taken by e-mail whereby the EC uses the thumb rule that EC-members have a minimum of a week’s time to respond on a proposal that is being put forward for a decision. This has worked quite well in 2005. Necessary decisions could be taken generally based on a broad almost unanimous consensus.  

The EC has been responsible for coordinating and helping carrying out the projects. Our EC-members represent IHEYO at international events, keep in contact with young humanists around the world. And next to this they carry the specific responsibility for preparing the General Assembly, executing a transparent financial bookkeeping and answer to general questions and requests from groups and individuals.


At the end of 2005, the EC was formed with:

President: Gea Meijers, Netherlands (2nd term)
1st Vice President: Lars-Petter Helgestad, Norway (2nd term in other function)
2nd Vice President: Silvana Uhlrich, Germany (newly elected)
Secretary General: Ademowo 'Yemi Johnson, Nigeria (2nd term)
Treasurer: Frederik Dezutter, Belgium (2nd term) 
Boardmember: Sara Wastijn, Belgium, (newly elected) 
Boardmember: Asaba Lawrence, Uganda (elected in 2004)


The function of Secretary General was by the end of 2005 temporarily taken over by Asaba Lawrence since Yemi Johnson asked the EC in October to be for half a year not in function due to his AIDS-awareness campaign in the deep Nigerian rural areas where he hardly has internet connection.


At the General Assembly in July, the term ended for: Alina Mänttäri, Finland (elected as 1st Vice President), Ramesh Kumar, India (elected as 2nd Vice President) and the boardmembers: Marita Eriksen, Norway and Wolfgang Huber, Austria. Most of them didn’t run for a re-election.

 
2.4 IHEYO staffed office

As one can imagine, it is not unimaginable for IHEYO to get buried under an overload of tasks and priorities, and losing in this way any focus at all. IHEYOs Executives Committee realises that there is only a limited amount of people to actually do the work. In executing our goals every hand is welcome and these hands need a daily reachable contact to turn to with their practical and other questions. The staffed office fulfilled that task perfectly. It proved valuable for IHEYO and its network to have a full-time employee to take care of the day-to-day business. If we compare this fist half year with the second half, it is (not surprisingly) clear that IHEYO got a lot more done the first half year.

For the EC of IHEYO it is mostly not a question who is where in the hierarchical order, it is more a question of what is the most efficient and the best way the get the work properly done. The officer was an equal part of the EC as like other EC-members (he was and still is an elected EC-member). The officer stimulated the existing and the new volunteers in sharing the work.

The staffer worked full-time from the 17th of January to the 29th of July. The finance for the officers was made available through a generous grant of the Institute of Humanist Studies (IHS). And by free office space offered by the Vermeylen Foundation in Ghent, Belgium. The staffer was lars-Petter Helgestad, member of the Norwegian Humanist Association and IHEYO’s first vice president.

The officer spend a lot of time on the preparations of the fourth annual international IHEYO conference, took up a lot of the administrative tasks and helped with several other smaller projects like a new brochure, the e-newsletter "YouthSpeak!" and the web-maintenance. A full evaluation report on the staffed office was prepared for IHS and is available upon request to the Executive Committee.

All in all, the EC was really satisfied with the results, although some ambitions were not reached. It was the aim to raise more funding especially for the continuation of the staffed office, because the projects of IHEYO are too time-demanding to depend only on volunteers. IHEYO couldn’t apply for the 2005 EU administrative grant as we had hoped to do because of not yet meeting the criteria. And because of the time the conference and other tasks required; it was hard to focus on other fundraising activities. The EC decided to apply again with IHS for a grant to staff an office, with a first priority for the next officer to fundraise.

3. International Conference

IHEYO organised its fourth annual conference together with the French La Ligue de l’Enseignement on: “Humanism, interculturalism and active citizenship”, in Paris, France, from 9 to 14 July. IHEYO of course also started the preparations for its fifth international annual conference taking place in India, end of October 2006. And in 2005 IHEYO had applied for an European humanist youth study session to be held at one of the European Training Centres. We were put on the waiting list for a session in December, but in the end the Centre –depending on member states contributions for its activities- didn’t had the resources to let the session take place. Other plans for an international youth event were not developed by IHEYO due lack of time. 

3.1 International Conference 2005


This year’s international conference took place parallel to the IHEU World Humanist Congress that was held in Paris in the light of the 100th anniversary of the Secular French Constitution. The conference focused on interculturalism and active citizenship in relation to humanism. 

Based on IHEYO’s experiences of previous conferences, this event was a mix of cultural activities, practical training, workshops and interesting in-depth debate. This conference required even more active involvement of the participants and it was a much longer conference. The first few days focussed on giving a theoretical background to the theme, so that participants could draw up their own project proposal in the last days of the conference. 

The conference was financed through funding from the Council of Europe and IHEYO’s resources. The conference had participants coming from European countries, but there were also some participants from the other continents. The participants came from: Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Estonia, Finland, Germany, India, Israel, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Ukraine and the United States of America. In total 18 countries. A part of the participants came from known humanist organisations and another part were youth from organisations that worked on Human Rights principles and who were interested in humanism.

The conference resulted in an inspiring exchange and some developed projects we can carry out. The following projects were developed:

1) Training of humanist trainers; 
2) Website project to redesign and maintain the IHEYO site;
3) Intercultural Arts Camp;
4) Camp for promoting interculturalism;
5) Discovering Education through Critical Thinking ;
6) Flying Humanists;
7) Partnership between East African and Western young humanists.

In other sections of this report, one can read more on the follow up of the project ideas.


The conference was thoroughly prepared by an organising conference committee and a lot of tasks were carried out by the appointed staff-member. The conference was announced by informing humanist organisations, contacts, websites and magazines and through some e-lists for European youth activity. Extra effort was taken to involve French, Spanish and Italian young humanists but this had no results. A major hurdle in involving young humanists from these regions is the use of English which is not much used in these countries.


3.2 Preparation International Conference 2006


IHEYO started with the preparations for the next conference, already the fifth annual international humanist youth conference. Two options were considered: having it in India and in the USA. The EC decided that India would be the best option for 2006, with the USA being a good choice for 2007 when we have had the chance to exchange more with the young humanists in the US. 

A partner organisation was found to co-organise the conference with. This is the Atheist Centre in Vijayawada and they have a long and rich experience with humanism in practice and with youth work. Next to this, our Indian member organisations were asked to be involved in the preparation of the conference. And the first draft for the conference proposal with a programme outline was developed. Two coordinators were found. For the general coordination, Silvana Uhlrich of the IHEYO EC is responsible. For the part in India and for the Atheist Centre, Vikas Gora has volunteered to take up this role.

As focus for the conference, the IHEYO EC choose to bring together texts and practises teaching critical thinking and free inquiry to young people from around the world. In this way one of the developed 2005 conference project ideas (discovering Education through Critical Thinking) is been integrated and taken up to be realised.



4. Communication 


IHEYO has kept up its activity on the front of spreading information and providing communication. The website was updated throughout the year and an interactive forum was added. Four issues of the e-newsletter, ‘YouthSpeak’, were published, a brochure was published and widely attention has been created for IHEYO through the internet, humanist magazines and some mainstream media. Two e-mail lists are operational.

4.1 Website

The website has been kept up to date and some changes to the structure were made. As new items added, one can find a section with reports and background information around the 2005 conference and the interactive forum. The forum was a concrete result from the conference. A group of participants suggested a new structure for the website-menu and they added the forum! Also the idea of a website maintenance group was suggested but we have not found volunteers for this task as yet.


We counted with one of our counters for March–December 2004, around 2500 visitors. In 2005 this counter counted almost 5000 unique visitors (4765). This is an increase from approximately 8 visitors per day to around 13 visitors per day. Most come still from Europe (51% in 2005, 50 % in 2004) followed by Asia and North America (19 %  and 14 % in 2005, both 17 % in 2004) and Africa (10% in 2005, 12 % in 2004). We have again hardly any visitors from Australia, South and Central America. Another counter counted 7500 visitors in 2005. This will be the more accurate counter, but it does not give the possibility of comparing with 2004. 

Both counters show that the newly installed forum was well visited; it was one of the most visited items after the index-page. Also the information on the conference was much visited. In the months of the application/registration to the conference (March, April, May) the site was almost twice as much visited as in the months after the conference. The YouthSpeak-pages are in the top of the most visited pages too. 

IHEYO has two operating e-mail lists. One for our member organisations and volunteers and one for the e-newsletter. Early 2005, our website was transformed to another provider which led to some technical problems: our operating e-lists disappeared. We had to restart our e-lists (for one list, we had a part of the e-mail addresses available). We decided not to continue with the e-discussion list since it was not very active. People can discuss now through the online forum. The forum had, early 2006 speaking, more than 35 subscribers. 

People can subscribe to our e-newslist through our website and we inform people that write to us on the existence of the list.


4.2 Youthspeak

IHEYO published also this year its four issues of its electronic e-newsletter ‘YouthSpeak’. The YouthSpeak contains information on IHEYO, on youth humanist groups around the world, content articles around humanism & human rights and jokes. The YouthSpeak started end of 2003. In 2005, the editorial team of the YouthSpeak consisted of: Yemi Johnson, Lars-Petter Helgestad Asaba Lawrence and Gea Meijers. The e-newsletter was published through our e-newslist, at our website and e-mailed to other contacts.  

4.3 Brochure

In 2005, IHEYO published its printed brochure that was financed by one of the departments of the Unie Vrijzinnige Verenigingen (UVV). It can be found online at our site and copies can be ordered through the secretariat. The brochure has been really good for publicity ends. It was spread around in different countries and at different conferences like those at the Council of Europe and UNESCO.


4.4 Publications

Information about IHEYO can be found at many sites in different countries and at international youth sites. Our main activity, the conference 2005, was widely announced. Humanist organisations and magazines, some humanist internet communities and European online youth communities (through their e-lists) published information about it. It was practical necessary to inform a wider audience then established humanist organisations because humanism is not so much organised among youth in Eastern Europe and we really wanted to have input from Eastern European young people. Also to have a mixture of organisations gives a good ground for an enriching exchange.

Reports on the conference were published in several magazines and websites. We have been informed about some of these publications, but we do not have an overview of them. 

IHEYO is responsible for one to two pages of youth humanist news in the ‘International Humanist News’, the magazine of IHEU, which was published four times in 2005. This year IHEYO continued to inform the International Humanist community on IHEYO’s activities and on youth humanist projects. IHEU has revamped its website and is attracting at least a several thousands visitors per month. HEYO made use of their website by publishing reports and news on the site. 
 

5. Internship Programme

The international Internship Programme has been in existence since 2000. In this programme, a young humanist leader can stay for a month at a humanist organisation in another country to gain experience and contacts. In 2005, it was decided that IHEYO would prepare its next internship for an Ugandan GLBT-activist (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender). Some of the EC-members prepared a proposal for this which was expanded with the plan of starting a newsletter in Uganda on sexual behaviour. The proposal will be sent out to funders early 2006. The Belgian Young Humanists offered to host the intern.

No other plans for the Internship Programme were developed due to lack of capacity of people having time to work on this programme. 

6. Representation of young humanist voice

In 2005, IHEYO represented the International humanist youth community at more international fora than the previous year. Also IHEYO representatives participated in several trainings and youth events.  

6.1 European Youth Forum

In 2005, the EC of IHEYO discussed joining the European Youth Forum (EYF) which is the formal youth representation body towards the EU and also one for the Council of Europe. IHEYO postponed joining because the EC was unsure volunteers would be ready, in case we would be accepted for an observatory membership, to actively participate in the activities and politics of the EYF. 

6.2 IHEYO at UNESCO and Council of Europe

Unesco
From 30 September to 2 October more than 200 young people from all over the world gathered at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris for the 4th UNESCO Youth Forum. IHEYO was present as one of the observers represented by treasurer Frederik Dezutter and was able to make people not forget that there are also non-religious life stances. Some references to general life stances were included in the end resolutions.  


Council of Europe 

Together with Rosemary Wanjala, a very active and qualified Kenyan young humanist, IHEYO president Gea Meijers represented international humanists at the meetings for International NGO’s that are members of the INGO-grouping for the Council of Europe(COE). The meeting took place during the General Parliamentarian Session at the Council of Europe from 3 to 6 October. It enabled IHEYO to gain a better picture of the NGO-involvement in the Council of Europe and to make new contacts. The INGO-COE representative for the international humanist community is since early 2006 also a young person: Silvia Geise. She is now formally the contact person for the Liaison Committee (to put simply the coordinating group for the INGO-grouping) and the COE youth advisory council. 



6.3 IHEYO at other events

IHEYO was present at different conferences and camps.


1) Silvana Uhlrich represented her organisation and IHEYO at the World Atheist Conference (January 7th-9th) in India, organised by the Atheist Centre where she gave a speech on active youth work.


2) Lars-Petter Helgestad participated in a Council of Europe-hosted conference on: "The role of 
NGO's in the field of Education for Democratic Citizenship" in Warsaw, Poland 21-24 April. He gained information and made contacts for IHEYO.

3) IHEYO EC member Asaba Lawrence attended a regional youth camp organised by Conflict Resolution by the Youth (CRY). The regional camp was held in Katakwi district, Usuk village, North-Eastern Uganda, Africa. This is one of the areas that has been disastrously affected by the 19-year-old insurgency in Northern Uganda. The camp, run between 18-25 September 2005 and attracted participants from Uganda and Kenya. The main theme of the camp was “Youth as a resource“.  IHEYO donated internet airtime to the administration board of CRY of 6 hours per week for three months as a way of opening communication doors and the world of IT.

4) IHEYO EC-member Sara Wastijn participated in a study day organised by the European Youth Forum on available funding possibilities for international youth organisations. The study day took place 4 November in Brussels, Belgium.

5) Lars-Petted Helgestad spoke on behalf of IHEYO during the General Assembly of our Finnish full member organisation Prometheus (taking place 13 November) who was deciding if their organisation should stay or leave IHEYO, since IHEYO became a member of IHEU this year. Lars-Petter Helgestad explained that becoming a member of IHEU does not change the policies and By Laws of IHEYO (including its definition of humanism and membership to IHEYO) and asked Prometheus members to vote in favour of staying a member of IHEYO. Fortunately, the General Assembly decided in majority to stay a full IHEYO member. 

6) Gea Meijers represented IHEYO at a European meeting for “NGOs and associations in the building of an Europe closer to citizens”. This meeting took place 17 December at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg and was the launch of a network alliance of organisations and groups working for encouraging citizenship in the European context. 

7) Frederik Dezutter visited an European humanist meeting on being young in Europe, taking from 22 to 23 October meeting in Luxembourg.

6.4 IHEYO’s voice

GLBT-rights in Uganda
IHEYO did not undertake specific campaigning actions on supporting GLBT-rights in Uganda which was planned for 2005. Instead, it developed the plan of the internship with a newsletter and kept touch with the GLBT-groups in Uganda. One of their activists was harassed by the police in 2005; IHEYO publicized information on this at the website and in the YouthSpeak. 
IHEYO takes stand against funding by EU for World Catholic Youth Days
IHEYO urged the European Commission and Parliament not to grant money to the World Catholic Youth Days. Youth days of other life stances are not given any money either and by granting money to the Catholic youth days, the EU gives up his stand of neutrality. IHEYO placed a formal complaint at the European Commission, wrote to several parliamentarian members and urged our member organisations to do the same which some did. IHEYO coordinated its protests against this granting of funding with other groups like the Catholics for Free Choice and the European Humanist Federation. The protests didn’t result in a rebutting of the grant or similar grants to other lifestance groups, but it gave out a clear signal for the future.

IHEYO treasurer Frederik Dezutter coordinated this campaign activities within the ‘all party working group religion and politics’. He participated in three meetings that focussed on this granted funding and the follow up of article I-52 of the European Constitution (relationships between the European institutions and religious organizations and organization of faith and conviction).



7. Developing youth humanism

7.1 Supporting groups financially

When groups and individuals contact IHEYO, we encourage them in their endeavours and provide them with more information. Where possible, we try to offer more support. In 2005 we gave financial support to one group. In 2004 we committed IHEYO to a grant of 350 Euros to the Liberian Refugee Youths for Sustainable Development, one of our member organisations. We had some problems with paying the grant (see section 9). We transferred the grant in the summer of 2005. This enabled 57 Liberian refugee kids in Ghana to go to school for one term. The report of the activity with the receipts was well received. The EC is considering weather or not to  give a new grant.

7.2 Helping member organisations with proposals


IHEYO advised on several funding proposal that our member organisations (and sometimes other humanist groups) send to us. We discussed with EC-members of IHEU the possibility for our member organisations to raise funds for their projects through IHEU network. The plans have not become concrete in 2005; hopefully they will become concrete in 2006.

Several member organisations are in need for funding and have asked IHEYO for help. The Ghanaian young Humanists (the Liberian Refugee Youth together with some other befriended young humanists), the Liberian young humanists gathered in YOCADS, our Tanzanian organisation Teenage Life Program and some of the Nigerian young humanists came with proposals we provided with advice and some suggestions of funders, but unfortunately we couldn’t be of more help. 

7.3 African Working Group

Early 2005 IHEYO established the African Working Group coordinated by our African boardmembers Asaba Lawrence and Yemi Johnson. The chair of the group is Asaba Lawrence. The African Working Group is an online group of African young humanists in East and West Africa with as aims developing joint projects and supporting each other. The group has been modestly active. The biggest gain for 2005 is that active young humanists from different countries and regions in Africa have a platform to communicate quickly with each other. There are ambitious plans for 2006.


7.4 Partnering in projects

IHEYO has joined up as partner in several projects and did a follow up on the projects developed in Paris.

A) The group that goes under the name ‘Mollina Family-2004, has been working since October 2004 together for an exchange project that focuses on empowering girls in the fight against AIDS with an inter-cultural experience sharing strategy. The study area will cover: Sweden, United Kingdom, Uganda and Rwanda. The project is expected to have a multiplier effect on 6000 girls (by a peer educators approach). Asaba Lawrence is representing IHEYO in this project that has four partner organisations involved. In 2005, the organisations applied for more funding but didn’t get the needed money together. Some of the funders were really interested in the project and suggested to re-apply with the project being modified. The British partner did a pilot for the project. The partners are still motivated for the project and want to realise it in 2006.

B) EC-members did a follow up on the developed projects during the Paris Conference. Several members asked participants about their plans with their project. The EC integrated the training on discovering education through critical thinking into the 2006 Conference. The ideas for the website are ready to be taken up. Some of the participants for the initial group of the TOHT-training (training of humanist trainers) were interested to contribute; the Finnish Prometheus was eventually willing to take initiative for the project. Prometheus was also willing to work on the camp for promoting interculturalism.  

C) There was another project developed during the Paris Conference that was not presented: the Dutch young humanists developed a plan for partnership between East African and Western young humanists. This plan was taken up after the conference by the Dutch young humanists. A group of volunteers worked on applying for funding and developing the project further. IHEYO supported this and is one of the three partner organisations in this project next to the Ugandan Humanist Association (UHASSO) and Kenyan People’s Popular Theatre (PPTheatre). The project envisions for 2006 an intercultural training in Uganda with 14 Dutch young humanists and 14 Kenyan and Ugandan young humanists.



8. Network 


Also in 2005, IHEYO had some really good support from some of its member organisations which is really important to us. In particular the support of the Norwegian Humanist Association has been important. Also the support of Belgian Unie Vrijzinnige Verenigingen and the Finnish Prometheus in travel-support for their boardmembers is of importance.

8.1 Contact with EHF, SSA and IHS 

There are several non-member humanist organisations that IHEYO has a special relation to. 

IHEYO keeps in contact with two humanist umbrella organisations. The EHF for European matters and the IHEU for international matters. (More about IHEU in the next chapter.)  With the EHF there has been on regular basis informal contact and sharing of information, particularly through our Belgian boardmember. 


The IHS was also in 2005 a very important financial supporter to IHEYO. The IHS has been financially and morally supportive to the IHEYO from its new beginning in 2000. The grant for the officer was made possible through IHS. The IHS has an international network of humanist organisations around the world (through an internet-platform), some really good internet project and a weekly e-newsletter. These activities provide a valuable source of feedback for IHEYO volunteers and recourse for people contacting us.

IHEYO discussed with one of the other youth groups that IHS supports, the Student Secular Alliance, ideas for joint projects. Both organisations didn’t see a chance to meet up in 2005, what would really help in brainstorming around a project. Some initial ideas have been discussed and both organisations are keen on collaborating in the next years together.

8.2 IHEYO joining IHEU

IHEYO became the 100th member organisation to IHEU, a unique twist of history one can say. After more than 50 years of existence the youth join the umbrella for, lets say, the older humanists. How did this come about?

Since the reactivation, IHEYO has discussed with IHEU how the connection could be made more formal. In the past IHEYO has been often part of IHEU (IHEYO has been in existence since 1966 with intervals of non-activity). Currently both organisations are completely formally separated from each other, with both having their own by-laws. Early in 2005 IHEU suggested to IHEYO to become member to IHEU as a way of establishing a formal relationship between the organisations. This keeps intact the independence of both organisations and gives IHEYO a formal voice and vote at the General assembly of IHEU. Both organisations agreed that IHEYO would be refunded for the membership contribution.

This plan for joining IHEU was put forward to our member organisations by letter. Most responses were positive. IHEYO applied for membership to IHEU which was approved at their General Assembly. A week later, the IHEYO member organisations formally accepted this step the EC of IHEYO had undertaken.

IHEU and IHEYO EC-members meet up on regular basis and inform each other. There have been two formal meetings. In February 2005, IHEU and IHEYO EC-members had a meeting together and in December one IHEYO EC member attended a IHEU board meeting.

8.3 IHEYO joining other networks


BWPP

In 2005, IHEYO joined the international network BioWeapons Prevention Project (BWPP). The BioWeapons Prevention Project (BWPP) is dedicated to reinforcing the norm against the weaponization of disease, and acts as a global civil society that tracks governmental and other behaviour under the treaties that codify the norm. More at: www.bwpp.org.

United

IHEYO joined as supporter of UNITED. This is a cooperation of more than 560 organisations from 49 European countries working together - united in the biggest anti-racism network. The strive for the rights of refugees and migrants and for an end to racism, nationalism and discrimination. The organisations join hands in a way of respecting different approaches. Promoting cooperation across national and cultural borders and making our multicultural societies work. More: www.unitedagainstracism.org

IHEYO for a Civic Europe

IHEYO partnered with CIDEM in making a commitment in order to work together on the fields of education to citizenship and civic appropriation of European construction. Together with 100 national, regional and local associations and NGOs from 21 European Union countries engaged in their respective countries on matters relating to citizenship and civic education, IHEYO signed the resolution “For a civic an popular appropriation of Europe”, and became member of the European Civic Forum. More: www.forumciviqueeuropeen.org.


____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________


